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FROM THE PLATFORM………… 
 

Well the World Cup has finally got un-
der way and, for some, the seeming 
entire hopes of a nation are depending 
upon the players who will represent 
their country – apart from this country 
where the ‘hopes’ don’t seem particu-
larly high this time!  
I am sure that all of us will have heard/
used the analogy of a team when talk-
ing about church and that’s because it 
is relevant and applicable. We are a 
team aren’t we; church is about being 
in relationship with each other and rely-

ing on each other – teamwork! Last Sunday I used the illustra-
tion of the Roman soldiers who, when going into battle, would 
put their shields together, walk together and look out for each 
other’s back. This is so important because the devil would try 
to get in to divide, to distract and destroy. 
Our team is about to lose a few more players, on top of the 
ones we have recently lost, as Jonny, Kat, Grace, Esther, Mar-
tha and Jo are all moving on to the next stage of their journey 
with the Lord.  
I would like to take the opportunity of saying ‘thank you’ to 
Jonny & Kat for all that they’ve done at the Corps over the 
years, but particularly in these past 9 months as we’ve shared 
ministry together, it has been a real privilege. We know that 
God is going to continue to use and bless them as a family. 
Likewise, with Jo., it has been amazing to share with Jo over 
the 2 years that she has been with us; to see her develop, to 
discover her gifting and to then really flourish in that – bril-
liant! Of course, Nathan, Helen & Eden will be ‘officially’ leav-
ing us too as they go to St. Ives in Cornwall to commence their 
ministry as Salvation Army Officers and we remember them in 
these days.  
Actually, rather than being downhearted about these guys 
going, we should praise God that He will be using the ministry 
of our fellowship on a wider scale now! The time, devotion 
and prayers that have been put in by yourselves as members 
of this Corps have helped Jonny, Kat, Jo, Nathan & Helen to be 
in a place where they are responding to God in this way. 
 
 
 

 
And you know, as I ponder some of the things that have    
happened over these last months it has been hard but in 
amongst it all I recall seeing 56 young people (a good number 
with links to this Corps) celebrating & praising God assisted by 
so many of the youth from here – it was brilliant! 
 

I’ve seen so many people coming through our doors and being 
helped when they are low and are desperate, including the 
increasing number of people who are coming because they 
have debt    issues, it’s a tremendous ministry that Karen and 
her team have. 
Just yesterday we had the amazing sight of hundreds of     
people from our community coming and celebrating the re-
opening of the MUGA playing football, having their faces 
painted, sharing coffee and tea, enjoying crafts & a bouncy 
castle and much more!  
God is good! 
 
Amongst all that has gone on for us, there are so many       
examples of Him working & extending His Kingdom here. 
So, let’s look forward with optimism because, unlike some of 
the football teams, the ‘hopes of the nation’ are not depend-
ant on us on our own – we have God on our side! Because     
of that we can help bring the real hope – the hope of the   
Kingdom, of a different way of being, to our community here 
in Bedford. Praise God! 
 



 

 

 

 

         

2 poems written by one  
of our Night Cafe clients,  

Ian Bentick.  
(a belated report from Graham) 

 

This winter we have opened for 30 nights, the 

longest period being 11 nights in a row. That   

period was the most demanding, having had to 

refuse entry due to intoxication, drug use on the 

premises, behaviour towards staff or not even  

being homeless. There have also been rewarding 

times.  

Some clients came in for the first time, although 
they had previously been on the streets for a long 
time, but had never wanted to come in. These 
people have issues which have challenged us. 

The most guests we had during the last period 

was 35. Not all of them stayed overnight, but 

came in for hot drinks, a meal and warmth. 

Providing warmer clothes and other items to meet 

their needs has been in high demand. 

There have been new volunteers coming on board 

and others expressing interest. Unfortunately, 

some existing volunteers have had to step down, 

and they will be missed. 

. 

To those who have gone the ‘extra mile’ these past 
months. Your help and continued support of this project 
means BCH has been able to fulfil the Scriptures…”For    
I was a stranger and you welcomed me in” (Matthew 25) 
 
Your second mile religion really is “Christianity with its 
sleeves rolled up” 
 



Carry on Camping! 

BCH youth are head ed to Soul Survivor (a huge 
Christian youth camp) th is summer and we 
need your help! We will be camping for four 

days at  the end of August  and are looking for 
some camping gear that  we might  be able to 

borrow. If you have any  of the below you would-
n't  mind us using please contact  Amanda - 

 amanda.jackson95@outlook.com  

• Camping fridge / electrical cooler box 
• Marque 
• Tents (between 4-8 man tent) 
• Cookers 
• Lilo’s/ inflatable mattresses 
• Camping lanterns &  Chairs 
   

Th is is going to be a great  week for the young 
people and awesome experience of God so 

thank you so much for supporting us! :)  

TUESDAY MORNINGS  finds time for old & new friends to 

meeting over coffee to play games, catch up on the news and just 

enjoying the crack  (fellowship) 

THERE’S ALWAYS A WELCOME FOR YOU! 

mailto:amanda.jackson95@outlook.com


Give to Jesus—Glory! 
Surely  an apt  song to sum up any   

Bandmaster’s life of music and  
Testimony! Never more so than the   
retirement  of our own DAVID Greig 
After a lifetime leading praise and    

reminding folk of God’s goodness and 
Grace. Countless numbers of friends, 

past  &  present, shared in a           
Music Festival celebrating service 

  &  giving to Jesus Glory! 

OUR DIVISIONAL 
 COMMANDER 

Major Martin Hill arrives at 
BCH as part of his sponsored 
cycle ride visiting each Corps 

in the Division 


