
 

As I am writing this there is rather a lot of snow falling! Thankfully (as far as 
I’m concerned!) it isn’t settling on the roads. However, when I look out into our 
back garden what I see is a lovely white carpet of snow on the grass & all the 

plants & trees have a lovely outline of white – 
 it looks stunning! 

I am always reminded, when I look at scenes like this, of the words of the 
song ‘Such Love, pure as the whitest snow’ – the snow, when no one has 

walked on it, is a beautiful pure white & reminds us of the pureness of God’s 
love towards us – spotless. Yet, when folk have walked over the snow and it 
starts to melt, then there aren’t many things that look dirtier! Again, it reminds 

us of the mess that our sin makes upon our lives and love. 
This time of year, as we come towards Easter, we are reminded of God’s love 

in its purest form, seen in Jesus’ sacrifice upon the cross & in His resurrec-
tion. This really is the pinnacle of the Christian calendar, God’s redemptive 

story reaching its climax and giving us a hope for the future! 
Let’s make sure that each of us firstly remind ourselves again of the reality of 
the Easter story and what it means for us as His people, and secondly, let’s 
make sure that we make the most of the opportunities that Easter affords to 

invite friends, family or neighbours to share with us in our meetings.  
 

There will be a variety of different meetings from Palm Sunday through to 
Easter Day and, also, we will be having another 24/7 prayer time then too. 

 
May this Easter be a transforming time for us, our Corps and our community! 

 

Graham Bailey   

Major 



 CANDLEMASS FLOWER FESTIVAL  

 

Candlemas  isn't something we usually celebrate 
within The Salvation Army, but when St. Paul's 

church invited us along with other local churches 
and organisations to be part of a flower festival 
celebrating Candlemas, we accepted.  Partly 

because they have participated in our own flow-
er festivals in recent years but mainly as we are 
a town centre church we need to be seen "out 

there" in the community. After researching what 
Candlemas is (you can 'google' it yourself, or 

ask Elaine or Rowena), Elaine designed a      
beautiful floral display based on the Songster 

song "Start at the Manger". Phil produced some 
mini scrolls with key words on them from the 

song which were mingled in with the white and 
red flowers and the greenery of the arrange-
ment. There were about 60 different arrange-

ments in total (but ours was the best!).   

“I was in prison and you visited me”   
I have been asked to share some-
thing of my ministry as a Salvation 
Army Prison Chaplain in HMP Bedford 
and HMP Littlehey. In both establish-
ments I am part of a multi-faith team, 

made up of faith leaders from all the major religions 
(Christianity- all denominations, Judaism, Buddhism, Islam, 
Hinduism, Sikhism), plus representatives of Paganism and 
many other minority faith communities. The chaplaincy   
department within the prison service comes under the 
‘Safer Custody’ umbrella, as it is recognized we make a  
valuable contribution to wellbeing, as well as facilitating 
prisoners to continue practicing their faith whilst in       
custody.  
Some of a prison chaplain’s duties are a legal requirement; 
for example, all those coming into custody must be seen by 
a chaplain with 24 hours. This is usually whoever is duty 
chaplain, which could be any member of the team, but of 
course a prisoner can subsequently be seen by their own 
faith leader if preferred. It is also a requirement for those 
prisoners being held in the Segregation Unit, those          
in-patients on the Healthcare wing and those held on the 
Vulnerable Prisoners wing to receive daily visits from    
chaplaincy. In addition to this, those prisoners at risk of self
-harming or suicide are supported pastorally by chaplaincy, 
as well as individual chaplains running groups and conduct-

ing services for their own faith ad-
herents. A sad task for chaplains is 
the bearing of news of bereavement 
and the follow up pastoral care for 
the one bereaved. We are also there 
to pastorally support the huge staff 
team and Bedford prison has been a 
particularly    challenging place to 
work in recent times, as you may be 
aware from recent national news 
reports. Another area of work is the        
discharge of prisoners; when men 
are released the issues of where to 
live and finding work are sometimes  
major obstacles to successful       
resettlement in the community. 
Reoffending rates are often high due 

to    failures to secure such basics, rather than prison being 
a nice place to be;   believe me, it is not! 
As a Salvation Army chaplain, apart from taking my turn 
with the  statutory duties, as described, I am obviously   
responsible for the spiritual care of any Salvationists in  
residence. Also any prisoner is able to make use of our 
Family Tracing Service to reestablish contact with family 
members and some utilize the Open Learning correspond-
ence study courses provided by our London training    
college. I feel very privileged to be able to fulfill my calling 
from God by serving in this way and if you are interested in  
learning more, including ways you might help support this 
ministry, do please come and talk to me  
 

Sarah-Jane Gregory 

The snow did not 
prevent our     

Songsters going to 
Kempston East 

Methodist Church a couple of weeks back and providing 
a musical programme for the Wesleyan Women's Guilds 
from Kempston and Flitwick .  A variety of songs includ-

ing "Bow the Knee", "Glory Honour", and "Enter His 
Gates With Praise", were interspersed with an item by 
the Timbrels, a vocal solo by Margaret and a "Pause for 

Thought" by Sue.  The programme was much               
appreciated by those present.   

On Tuesday evening March 27th at 8PM there is an 
open invitation for anyone of any age to come and 

spend an hour or so reflecting on the events of Holy 
Week through music and song with our Songsters and 

Band. 



 
Exciting time for our Children's 

workers…… 

It's an exciting time of year as we prepare for our 
Children's Camp at the end of May! We are busy 
planning, recruiting and praying for what promises 
to be an incredible week away! This year however 
will look a little different, as we are working with our 
friends at DHQ to extend Bedford's Children's Camp; 
making it accessible to the whole of the Central East 
Division! We'll be staying at The Rock UK Frontier 
Centre in Irthlingborough, and we are hoping to 
have 90(!) children attending, supported by an 
amazing bunch of leaders (many of whom are from 
Bedford SA)! 

 

Every year I tell anyone who will listen about how 
wonderful our week at Camp really is. We are not 
only privileged to spend time with such brilliant chil-
dren, but we have fun together, learn together, wor-
ship together and journey our faith together. We see 
what God is doing in every moment we spend at 
camp, as He reveals His plan in us but also in the 
children that gather together.  

 

Many of you I'm sure will look back with fondness to 
times when you went away on residential trips, per-
haps with the army, maybe with other churches or 
other groups. If you have had that experience, you 
will be able to understand how vitally important and 
life changing those times can be. I believe that God 
speaks wherever we are and whatever we are doing, 
but sometimes a change of routine or environment 
can make way for us to experience something more 
of God. Therefore, I ask you to pray. Pray for the 
children, pray for the staff, pray for those that work 
at the venue, and pray for the Corps and families 
that are sending their children to camp. I would ask 
that you pray for God to be totally central to all that 
goes on before and during camp.  

 

 

 

That as the Children join 'The Justice Alliance' for 
the week, they would know that they were made by 
a God that loves them beyond their understanding, 
that Jesus is their saviour, and that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, they may be used to bring God's 
kingdom in wherever they find themselves.  

 

Sponsors? 
One last little request... if you feel that you would 
like to or could help sponsor a child to attend camp, 
please could you speak to me? We try to keep the 
cost down as much as possible as we are so aware 
that many families can't afford this kind of event, 
and so we have been fundraising, but there will still 
be children for whom this may still be out of reach.  

Thank you for your support and prayers, without 
which we could not run such an event. 

 Haley 

 

Hayley Greetham 
Children's Worker, Bedford  



CORNWALL APPOINTMENT-COMMISSIONING 

Nathan & Helen Loxley have received their appointment - 
they are going to St. Ives in Cornwall and will take up their  
appointment on 19th July………..In connection with Nathan & 
Helen, the date of  Commissioning is Saturday 7th July at 
Westminster  Central Hall. Tickets £9 but are not on sale 
yet. We hope to run a coach if there are enough people       
interested in going. 

 

Easter:- Palm Sunday 
leading our meeting will be    
Jonny & Kat Whitmore - followed 
by Lunch of Soup & a Roll at 
1pm to launch the 24/7 Easter 
Prayers through to Easter Day - 
sign up sheet for the Prayers is on 
the cupboard door opposite the  
Prayer Room. 

Maundy Thursday - 7pm Bring 
& Share supper 8pm - Reflection 
on the Last Supper 

Good Friday - 10.30am - 
Worship & Reflection,  

12pm - Good Friday         
Churches Together 

Easter Sunday - 
10.30am - Easter Celebration 6pm -   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aspects of Prayer 
 in our recent 24/7 Prayer Week 

Last Saturday of  

the month 

meeting at 

FRESCO’S 

Mill Street.


