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AFRICAN PRAISE 

Thanksgiving & 

Joy! 

 AN INVITATION TO WITNESS THE OFFICIAL      OPENING 
OF THE KUVAKA PROJECT ON SATURDAY 29th OCTOBER  

The official opening of the Kuvaka Project in Marondera,        
Zimbabwe, is on 29th October 2016 (not 9th as shown last 
week). Bamus extends a very warm open invitation to our      
congregation to be there. A return flight is about £500.       
There’ll be an opportunity to see the Victoria Falls, one of the 
Seven Wonders of the World. Please let Bamus know if you’d like 
to be part of this special trip. God willing, the group flies to      
Harare on Monday 24th October and returns on Monday 31st 
October.  

If you were present here recently, you will be aware that 

the Woolpack has rightly opened 

its doors to the council-run group 

who meet to play football on a 

Tuesday  evening – just offering 

hospitality in the way of use of the 

premises offering water and fruit 

to those involved. Bruno, who is 

the man who is running the group, came in for a chat as 

usual during the evening this last Tuesday. As we 

spoke he told me this story: About 20 years ago he ar-

rived in Bedford as a young boy from Brazil and he 

used to come to the Salvation Army to take part in a 

kid’s     football club. He couldn’t remember if it was a 

holiday club or a weekly club – just a memory of happy 

times spent kicking a ball around in a safe place. 

How amazing that he now leads the council-run Football 

group on the MUGA! He has a real passion to see young  

people engage in sport. How Great God is because I was able 

to share something of the  story of God in the God-given   

vision of sports ministry – God is good!  

CSM SUE PENFOLD writes. Although I stand on the platform      
almost every week, in order to make the announcements for coming 
events, I rarely take to the pulpit. However, some weeks ago I was   
actually responsible for a meeting ... it was the fifth Sunday in the 
month, which we generally put under the heading "Praise & Testimony". 
I was unsure how this would work, as we had only returned from holiday 
on the Wednesday. I prepared the meeting program and left the rest to 
the Lord. He certainly didn't disappoint! The testimonies and sharing 
simply flowed ...it was amazing. I had to leave out much of the          
program I had    prepared, and I'm sure that no-one left that meeting 
without a blessing. God is good. My life has changed over the past two 
months ... I retired from work at the end of June, and am slowly settling 
into a new, slower, less stressful rhythm. It has also meant that I have 
been free to take part in activities during the week. One such event has 
been the opening of the Woolpack Hub & MUGA on Tuesdays to      
welcome families from the  community for games, crafts and activities. 
We have been blessed to see parents bringing their children and      
entering into the fun. We pray that this is just the beginning of some 
special relationships in our neighbourhood. 



A Very warm Welcome to our visiting Students 

   F R O M T H E P L AT FO R M . . . . . .  
Major Graham Bai ley wr ites . . . . .  

 
Wow, what a summer it has been! We have had  

(apart from today when I write this!) beautifully hot days. 

We’ve had the Olympic & Paralympic Games from Rio,  

with Team GB having had terrific success. Who can fail 

but to have been inspired by the    

efforts of all our  athletes?  

To see the athletes interviewed after 

their events and to see the way in 

which they had given everything,   

irrespective of where they came in 

their event was amazing wasn’t it? 

They grasped the opportunity        

afforded them and gave their all – they ‘put it all out 

there.’ 

One phrase that was used time and time again during 

these interviews was (I paraphrase), “This is not just 

about now, it is the result of years of   preparation,        

dedication and sacrifice to get me to this point!’ 

These athletes have spent many years training in all 

weathers, when friends etc. wanted them to go out and 

do other things, and, probably, days when they ‘just didn’t 

feel like it!’ But they had a goal, something that they  

wanted to see and they were not to be distracted from it, and 

now they have their reward. 

Our ‘goal’ as Christians is to see God’s Kingdom come, 

‘on earth as it is in heaven’ Like the athletes, we need to 

remember that this is not ‘just going to happen.’ It is going 

to require us to make the effort, to daily ‘take up our 

cross’ and to make those choices to follow Christ – 

choosing to be holy as one of our songs puts it. 

Let’s be inspired by our athletes and to do as the Apostle 

Paul says in Philippians 3:14, “I’m not saying that I have 

this all together, that I have it made. But I am well on my 

way, reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously 

reached out for me. Friends, don’t get me wrong: By no 

means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I’ve 

got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us 

onward—to Jesus. I’m off and running, and I’m not 

turning back.”  

 

I am Joanne Sterckx from Switzerland. It is the answer on a prayer 

of mine that I can be here. One year ago I had the idea to come to Eng-

land and to stay here for one year. It was always clear that I want to 

spend my time in the Salvation   Army  because the Army was always 

my church. I grew up in Bern the Capitol of Switzerland. I few years ago 

I began to engage myself in the Corps there. During this year I want to 

learn new skills but above all I want to do what God wants for my life. 

Hi, my name is Guro Bjørk,  I’m from Norway and I will be staying 

here until March. It is truly an answer of many prayers that I am here 

and I’m looking forward to the rest of my stay. During my stay I hope 

overcome many challenges and to gain new experiences, skills and 

friends. <>< 

Amanda Jackson has flown all the way back from Australia 

to continue her studies in the UK. She will be sharing her time 

between Bedford and Cambridge during the next few years. She 

has already endeared herself to us and we look forward to con-

tinued fun, fellowship and service. 

LATE NEWS: We  also welcome Joshua Herbert who is joining us.  

Joshua is doing his Masters Degree in Contemporary Dance in London. 



Riverside 
Band Stand 
Crowds sitting to enjoy 
the ‘Army’ sound  
and its  
Message on a beautiful  
Sunday afternoon.  

The welcome  
addition of our Timbrels just  
added to the blessing for many of 
the crowd who  gathered to listen.   

 HOLIDAY CLUB 'The summer holidays can be 

an expensive time for families, so, to help the families in our 

area, we opened the doors of the MUGA and   Woolpack dur-

ing August for 3 Family Fun Days We were blessed with 

great weather and a great team of helpers. There was a dif-

ferent theme for each week with the Olympics being the first, 

followed by the seaside and Carnival, with the activities and 

crafts used reflecting the themes through the weeks. All three 

days saw new families who had never been through any  of 

the Salvation Army     Bedford sites before. It started with a 

trickle of people, with   11 children and their adults, and grew 

to 43 children and their adults on the final week. Also, during 

the final week (carnival) we were joined by Assistant Manager Mandy Smith from the local McDonald's 

and Bedford Borough Councillor Sarah-Jayne Holland .  Our vision was to bless the community and build relation-

ships, both of which were achieved. It was great to see the facility being used in such a way and a fantastic op-

portunity to engage with local families. We hope this will be just the beginning!' 



Upcoming Events: 
Saturday 24th September at 6.30pm at William Booth College is the 

Welcome Meeting for the Messengers of the Gospel Session –          

including Nathan & Helen Loxley. 

There will be a McMillan Coffee Morning being held in the  Woolpack on 

Thursday 29th September from 10.30 – 12pm. This in conjunction with 

the Cancer Self-Help Group who use the Woolpack regularly. If anyone 

is able to help with cakes for this, please see Angie. 

Weekend of 1st/2nd October is our Harvest Festival. On Sat 1st we will 

have a Harvest Supper including a quiz in the Secondary Hall at 

6.30pm. Please put your name on the ‘Sign-up sheet’ so we have an 

idea for catering purposes. Then on Sunday 2nd, during our    Morning 

Worship we will be enrolling Jay as a Senior Soldier – praise God! 

We thank God for the fact that the money for the C.H.O.P. project has 

been completed and that the building work is now well under way.     

Graham & Angie will be going to Zimbabwe on the  16th October, with 

Dorcus Limted, to open the new quarters!  

Sunday 4th December – This year it has been 

decided that, instead of using the Corn      

Exchange for the Civic Carol Service, we will 

use our hall. More details will follow, but 

please make note of the date and venue. 

EXAM SUCCESS !  

Anya is going to the School of  Oriental &   

African Studies, studying Social   

Anthropology, & Carlton is going to     

Coventry  University  studying   

 Occupational Therapy  

Saturday 15th October 
 at 19.00 An evening music festival  

with the visit of Croydon Citadel 
Band - tickets £5 each from Martin 


