
Christopher Nolan’s Dunkirk, out in theatres this month, recreates a turning point in the 

Second World War. Following the attack on France and the Low Countries on May 10, 

1940, German  forces poured through the lightly defended Ardennes and reached the 

English Channel, cutting the Allied forces in two. With their backs to the sea around the 

beaches and harbour of Dunkirk, France, the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) seemed 

doomed to destruction or capitulation. Then a miracle happened. Failed Invasion 

Christopher Nolan (The Dark Knight Trilogy, Inception) brings us back to those dark days 

over Europe. Churchill instituted Operation Dynamo, aimed at the total evacuation of the 

BEF, on May 26. Even managing to get onto a ship did not guarantee rescue, as dozens of 

craft were sunk by mines or bombs. In an interview with the Associated Press, Nolan said 

that Dunkirk was not a war film but rather “a survival story first and foremost. “The em-

pathy for the characters has nothing to do with their story,” he went on to say. “The 

problem is not who they are, who they pretend to be or where they come from. The only 

question I was interested in was: Will they get out of it? Will they be killed by the next 

bomb? Or will they be crushed by a boat while crossing?” Royal Navy resources were 

strained, so an unprecedented call went out all over the English seacoast for volunteers. 

More than 700 ships answered the dangerous call, from speedboats to trawlers to ferry-

boats.   In Dunkirk, a soldier is no sooner rescued by one of the “little ships” when he 

realizes the craft is turning around for another rescue attempt. “I’m not going back,” he 

tells the captain. “There’s no hiding from this, son,” he’s told. “We’ve got a job to do.” 

Two thousand years ago, Jesus challenged a group of humble fishermen to lay down 

their nets and follow Him, regardless of cost. It meant leaving behind everything—

career, family and security—to join Jesus in preaching the good news of the kingdom of 

God. But they all realized they had a job to do, too. In the end, Jesus and that small band 

of disciples changed the world. As Christians today, we cannot resist the call to sacrifice 

for others, to recognize our part in God’s 

greater plan. We may not be required to 

sail into death and destruction but it may 

be that we need to surrender our wealth, 

time, comfort or skills in the service of 

God.  Jesus paid the ultimate price on the 

cross. We can do no less than to give Him 

our all.                                                           
Salvationist.ca 

 



Dear Friends, 

This weekend sees our Harvest Festival Celebration 

(don’t forget the Harvest Supper on Monday 

evening!) and this year we are hoping to have a    

display of fresh produce.  

The reason for this is that I have been increasingly 

struck this year about how detached we have       

become from Creation and from the whole            

agricultural way of life, but also, how God reveals to 

us in creation so many lessons for our lives. 

The particular one that has come to me is how we 

see the whole idea of 

dying to come back to 

life again – seeds ‘die’ 

and then they grow 

again. Of course in 

this we see again that 

hope that we have – 

that Jesus has already 

been through – that 

we will be given new 

bodies to be with the 

Lord. Praise Him! 
Graham Ba i l ey 
Major 

From the Platform 

'Stay & Play'  
is a new activity which we are running 

for children and families in our building 

on Elstow road. Many people have been 

praying for that community and our  

involvement in it, and so we have begun 

'Stay & Play' as a way of us being able 

to engage with some of the families who 

live in that  area. We have only had one 

session so far, but God really blessed 

the time we shared together, and there 

was a great atmosphere. During the 

session we provide games, a Bible    

story, a craft and free refreshments for 

the children and their parents / guardi-

ans. We hope and pray that this new 

venture will go from strength to 

strength, that it may not  only be a 

place where relationships can be built, 

but that it also may be a tool for us to 

hear the heartbeat of that  community, 

to bless people, and ultimately allow 

people to know more of our incredible 

Saviour. Please pray for the team, the 

participants and the community. Thank 

you.    



  

As many of you are probably aware, we believe that God is calling us to 
become Officers in the Salvation Army. This has been a journey for us (as 
individuals and as a couple) over a number of years and we will share 
some of that with you now. For Jonny, it started as a teenager, when he 
knew he was called to full-time ministry. This full-time ministry has included 
a Salvation Army gap year, 5 years of youth work for the Methodist church 
in Welling borough, working for the Salvation Army’s ALOVE Youth De-
partment, being a stay-at-home dad and a barista in Costa Coffee, along-
side many other ministry opportunities. In short, wherever he has been 
working and living, he has seen this as an opportunity to live out this call-
ing to full-time ministry and joining in with God’s mission at that time. For 
Kat, Salvation Army Officership has always been in the back of her mind 
as a possibility. She’s always confidently said, “If I was called, I would 
definitely say yes!” but over the years her full-time ministry has been as a 
primary school teacher, a mum and various other roles within Bedford 
corps and the wider community and Salvation Army 
Most recently, we have been spending a lot of time in our local community, 
exploring Fresh Expressions and whether God wants us to look at doing 
church differently, to connect with people who don’t connect with church 
already and bring the gospel to them in different ways So, how have we 
come to the point of now applying to become Officers? We have always 
known that we were called to live out our faith through the mission and 
ministry of The Salvation Army and we’ve asked each other and God many 
times if we’re meant to be Officers, but we’ve always felt that the answer 
was no… although we still said we would, if God asked. Well, now we 
believe God is asking! The day that everything changed was a Sunday a 
little while ago… The Bible reading was the story of when the disciples had 
been fishing all night and caught nothing, until Jesus came and told them 
to throw their nets out on the other side of the boat (John 21:1-14) Kat was 
in the prayer room with Esther and Jonny was in the meeting. We both 

heard the same message very clearly – “Stop doing it your way. Do it my 
way!” When we spoke and prayed about what this might mean for us, we 
sensed that now ‘doing it God’s way’ for us now means doing it as Officers. 
Since then, we have spoken to our family and friends and had many affir-
mations. God has used people around us to confirm that we are taking the 
steps He wants us to. We firmly believe that we are called as a family; it’s 
not just about Kat & Jonny as a couple, but Grace, Esther and Martha are 
called to be a part of this, too. We were really encouraged when we spoke 
to Grace about it, having been fearful about how she might react, when 
she was actually really excited and said she thought it was a great idea. 
Wherever we might be called to go as Officers, we will not just be dragging 
our children around with us – they will have their own ministry, too, and we 
believe God will really use them. We’re not going anywhere just yet, but it 
feels like the right time to say that we are so thankful for all of the experi-
ences that we’ve had at Bedford corps over the years. Our time here has 
shaped who we are and bought us to this point. 
We have had 13 years of doing church and discipleship with you – in that 
time, people have talked to us, learnt with us, cared for us, challenged us, 
prayed for us, modeled being awesome people of God and helped us to 
grow and develop. We needed that! We’ve done busy corps life, leading 
small groups, being in the band and songsters, helping with loads of    
activities, leading the songsters, being YPSM, etc., and it’s been great 
We’ve also done stepping back, having a family, doing less activity at the 
corps but still desiring to do God’s will in the community where we live, 
showing people God’s love and serving Him in a different context, and 
that’s been great, too. Now we are ready to see where God takes us next 

and to carry on joining in with His mission wherever that may be  

There are a few things we ask from you as our church family: Please 
talk to us – encourage and challenge us, ask us the questions you want to 
ask. Please pray for us – we would really appreciate that and will       

definitely need it in the coming months. 

ELSTOW IN  BLOOM AGAIN!! 

Thanks to some wonderful people like these 



  TABLE     
TENNIS 
CHAMPIONS! 

5th Division 
Title! 

After a two year absence playing competitive table   
tennis in the Bedford and District Table Tennis League a 
team  of experienced and novice players was entered 
into the 5th Division of this league. Team members 
were:- Chris BONIFACE, Ben LEGGOTT, Oliver KELLY, 
Harry GRIFFIN  Mick and Alex GUERINO and               
Bob BARRON. It was a good season and the team won 
the 5th Division Title. Bob was unbeaten all season, 
and, in the Annual Tournament won the 5th Division 
Trophy. The team were presented with the Winner's 
Trophy at the A.G.M and plaques were awarded to each 
player. It was hoped that two teams would be entered 
into the League one in the 4th Division and one in the 
6th Division, but, unfortunately that has not come to 
fruition, and, only one team is entered into the 4th.    
Division. 

Hello friends,  

I thought I would write a little something about why I 

will not be returning to the corps family at Bedford 

Congress Hall. I was looking forward to returning to 

worshipping and doing God’s mission with you all.  

However, in the last couple of weeks I have been      

offered a paid opportunity to continue the expansion of 

the Kingdom of God. In this  position I will be coming 

along the corps officers at Wath-Upon-Dearne corps 

and Goldthorpe corps and supporting the  existing  

mission of the corps. Both corps have different expres-

sions of Salvation Army from one being a traditional 

way of mission, and the other being community based 

where all affected are addicts or former addicts. This 

role will enable me to grow within my ministry, and 

will  prepare me for my journey into vocation ministry 

as I enter into the training college to become an        

Officer. Thank you for the fond memories of my year at 

Bedford Congress Hall. I have enjoyed working and 

worshipping with you, and I will always cherish the 

memories I have made. I look forward to hearing some 

awesome   stories of what God is doing within Bedford 

through you guys. I will pray for you guys in your area 

of God’s mission, and I ask that you pray for me as I 

enter into the role in expanding the Kingdom of God. 

Yours in Christ, 

Josh Herbert 

TWINWOODS WELCOME 

THE TIMBRELS 

Many of you will have seen the article in The 
Salvationist (August 26th) entitled “The Perfect 
Vintage” which explained the event held at 
Twinwoods in Clapham over each August 
Bank Holiday week-end, and The Salvation Army’s involvement 
at the event on the Sunday morning. For the 3rd year running our      
Timbrels took part in the Sunday morning service playing to the 
march “Marching Onward” accompanied by a combined band of 
Rushden and the Over Sixty’s Band.  Our numbers have grown 
over the past few years and although many couldn’t make it due 
to holidays or being ‘on staff’ at Children’s Camps, there were 8 
of us:  Sue, Mary, Carolyn, Charmaine, Aisha, Savannah, Prenita, 
and Rowena.  It was a lovely sunny day and the open air arena 
was packed with people seated around on pic-nick blankets and 
deck chairs.  The worship service was led by Major Richard 
Crowe (C.O. Rushden) and Keith Hill led the military section, 
which included tributes to veterans of the Second World War, 
remembering prisoners of war and those missing in action, as 
well as   acknowledging  current military personnel. For many 
peo- ple at the event it is the only reli-

gious service they attend dur-
ing the year and it is a privi-
lege to be part of an  

 

event in which, through 
music, song and timbrel we can share 
our faith and the Gospel. 

SUNDAY29 OCTOBER  

"If Jesus had preached the 

same message that some 

preachers preach today, He 

would never have been 

crucified!”

Leonard Ravenhill


